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This thesis presents a cross-sectional study of vocabulary learning strategy used by 
English majors in four grades. The subjects are the 228 undergraduates in four grades, 
studying in English Education Department of College of Foreign Languages, 
Jinggangshan University in Jiangxi. The instruments employed in the present study 
include a vocabulary test and a vocabulary learning strategies questionnaire. The thesis 
aims at finding the change of preference for vocabulary learning strategy used by 
English majors across four grade levels, exploring the developmental pattern of 
vocabulary learning strategies, revealing the significant differences in strategy use 
between the successful students and less successful students and analyzing the 
correlation between vocabulary learning strategies and vocabulary test achievements. 
Based on the analysis of collected data, the major findings are listed as follows:  
1) There is a change of preference for vocabulary learning strategies across four 
grade levels. The students in Grade Three and Grade Four use more strategies than 
those in Grade One and Grade Two. Moreover, the vocabulary learning strategy use 
involves deeper mental processing when the students progress academically.  
2) Most vocabulary learning strategies show no significant difference across four 
grade levels except for extended dictionary strategies, oral repetition, visual repetition, 
association and visual encoding. 
3) The strategies which process the information of the words more deeply such as 
encoding and activation strategies show a trend of increase. Rehearsal strategies 
display a trend of decrease. Guessing, dictionary, note-taking strategies show no 
obvious trend of change across the four grade levels.  
  4) In general, the successful students adopt most vocabulary learning strategies more 
frequently than less successful students. Successful students prefer those strategies 
involving a deep level of processing compared with less successful students. In the 
first grade, little significant difference exists between successful and less successful 
students. In the second grade, the two groups show significant differences in 6 
strategies. But in the third and fourth grade, no significant difference exists between 
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5) Of all the vocabulary learning strategies, 5 strategies are positively correlated 
with the vocabulary test achievement. 3 strategies are negatively correlated with the 
vocabulary test achievement. 
Lastly, the limitations of the study are mentioned and some suggestions on future 
relevant researches are made. In addition, the pedagogical implications of the research 
are proposed.  
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“As we enter the 21st century, acquisition of vocabulary has assumed a more 
important role, and as some would argue, the central role in learning a second 
language” (Lewis, 1993). Despite the important role of vocabulary in language 
learning, both teachers and students seem to continue to neglect vocabulary acquisition. 
Coady (1997) has listed some of the typical attitudes that both teachers and students 
can hold toward the teaching/learning of vocabulary in a second or foreign language: 
“ Students feel that words are very important and are eager to learn them; in contrast, 
teachers tend to feel that words are easy to learn. Many teachers and scholars feel that 
teaching vocabulary is a low-level intellectual activity unworthy of their full attention. 
Words are going to be learned naturally form reading and do not need to be 
taught/learned.” However, we find that most difficulties and obstacles in basic 
language skills such as listening, speaking, reading, writing and translating, are coming 
from the unknown words. Vocabulary deserves more attention. 
 For decades, researches on vocabulary have emerged in numbers both abroad 
and at home. Recently, vocabulary learning strategies in particular has attracted great 
attention. Schmitt (1997) investigated vocabulary learning strategy used by 600 
Japanese learners. A major finding showed that the patterns of strategy use can change 
over time. Wen Qiufang (1995) argued that dynamic feature is one of the three most 
important features of the system of learning strategy. However, most researches on 
vocabulary learning strategies (e.g. Wang, 1998; Wu, 1998; Zhang, 2001) have been 
conducted statically, especially in China. So far, very few dynamic researches on 
vocabulary learning strategies can be found. Zhang Ye (2003) and Gu& Hu (2003) 
attempted to study vocabulary learning strategies dynamically. Zhang Ye (2003) 
investigated the vocabulary learning strategies taken by non-English Majors from 
Grade 1998 to Grade 2001 at Naval Aeronautical Engineering Institute. Gu and Hu 
(2003) conducted a follow-up study of the vocabulary learning strategies employed by 
freshmen in Singapore university aiming at finding out the relationship between 
vocabulary learning strategies, vocabulary size and achievements dynamically. The 
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Grade One and Grade Two used more strategies than those in Grade Three and Grade 
Four. The result in Gu and Hu showed that the students used more strategies more 
frequently after six months’ learning. The difference in the past research results 
arouses the author’s interest in exploring the vocabulary learning strategy used by 
English majors dynamically. 
    The purpose of the study is to find out: 1) the change of preference for  
vocabulary learning strategy used by English majors across four grade levels in 
Jinggangshan University; 2) the developmental pattern of vocabulary learning 
strategies for the students in four grades ;3) the differences in strategy use by students 
at different grade levels;4) the differences in strategy use between successful and less 
successful students; 5) the correlation between vocabulary learning strategies and 
vocabulary test achievements. 
This thesis consists of five chapters besides the introduction and conclusion.  
Chapter 1 provides the definition and the classification of language learning 
strategy first and gets the definition and classification of vocabulary learning strategies, 
then reviews the research literature of vocabulary learning strategies both abroad and 
at home. Chapter 2 describes the detailed methodology of the research, including 
research questions, subjects, instruments, data collection and data analysis. Chapter 3 
gives the analysis of the data collected and reports the results of the research followed 
by discussion of the results in order to find answers to the research questions. The 
research questions are: 1) Is there any change of preference for vocabulary learning 
strategies across four grade levels? 2) Are there any significant differences in strategy 
use in the four grades? 3) Is there a developmental pattern of vocabulary learning 
strategies for them? 4) Are there any significant differences in strategy use between 
successful and less successful students? 5) Are there any correlations between 
vocabulary learning strategies and vocabulary test achievements? Chapter 4 presents 
the implications for pedagogy. Chapter 5 discusses the limitations of the present study 
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